PRINCETON PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
March 25th, 2020 1:00 P.M.

Call to Order - Roll Call

Approval of Minutes
a.  Public Utilities Commission — Regular Meeting — February 26, 2020

Public Comment
(This agenda section is for the purpose of allowing customers to address the Utility Board.
Comments are limited to 3 minutes)

Approval of Agenda — Additions or Deletions
Approval of Accounts Payable

Reports & Correspondence

a. SMMPA Board Meeting (Held on March 11t, | was not able to attend)
i. SMMPA Key Metrics worksheet

b. Electric Department updates
. Generation Plant
ii. Distribution System

c. Water Department Updates

d. City of Princeton update

e. General Manager's report

Unfinished Business
a. AMI Conversion Update
b. EV Host Agreement
c. Water Main Re-Alignment Project Bid Results

New Business

COVID-19 Response

IT Services

New Logo and Website

Recording and Archiving of Public Meetings
Resolution 20-03: Payment in lieu of taxes

City's letter regarding Councilor Gerrold’s appointment
Resolution 20-02; Minuteman Press service

@ 0 o0 o

Adjournment



PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

February 26, 2020, 1:00 P.M.

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the Regular Meeting of the Public Utilities: Commrssron City of Princeton,
was held in Commission Offices, 907 1st Street, on February 26, 2020, at 1:00: P M

Present: Chairman Greg Hanson and Commissioner Mindi Siercks.

Absent: Commissioner Dan Erickson.

Also Present: Manager Keith Butcher, Bookkeeper Kathy Ohman Crty Councﬂor Jenny Gerold, E!ectnc
Superintendent Ryan Grant, Water Superintendent Scott’ Danrets‘j ity Ad ninistrator Bob Barbian, Princeton
Councilor Jack Edmonds, Union Times Reporter Tim Hennagir, and:PUC customer Rick Schwartz.

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Hanson at1:01 P.M.

Chairman Hanson called for addrtrons e tions to: the agenda There were none

Ms. Siercks made a motion to approve the agenda of the ,‘;,‘ bruary 26 2020 Regular PUC Commission Meeting.

Mr. Hanson seconded. Motion carried unanimous Y.

nuary 22, QOéO Regular PUC Commission Meeting. Mr.

Ms. Siercks made a
Jan

» approve the accounts payable listing for the period of January 1, 2020 through
ry;ry31 20 O excludrng»llne 24, Minuteman Press. Mr. Hanson seconded. Motion carried unanlmously

eneral Manager Butcher report d- fe"’followrng
A, The SMMPA Board’ Meetrng was held February 12t in North Branch, Minnesota. SMMPA will be
Iaunchlng SMMPA 2.0. By 2030, SMMPA will be 80% carbon free. Sherco 3 will also be retiring in
2030. They' nnounced Finance Director John Winter will be retiring late 2020.

eration Plant, the work on Engine #6 has been completed.

An the Electric Department, the line crew has been doing some tree trimming. We will be re-visiting

“the PUC Pole Attachment Policy and how we would like it moving forward. As more underground
work is being done we will be tearing down old overhead lines and start abandoning poles. We will
need to send proper notification to telecoms on the poles. We also are working on other options for
the PCB management of our transformers that will save money and time.

C. Inthe Water Department, quotes came in late yesterday on the Highway 95 water main relocation
project. We have not had an opportunity to review the quotes yet.




D. City Administrator Bob Barbian reported on their current projects. The reconstruction of 331 Avenue
and 4t Avenue North is moving forward in conjunction with Princeton Township. Bob Barbian
thought the PUC currently has water on or near 4t Avenue North. In a Development Review
Meeting, there was a discussion regarding apartments being built on 1st Street. If approved, this
could be a summer project. The City of Princeton is considering an industrial park development on
42 acres west of Princeton. There was a discussion on East Central Energy serving the electric at
this time and the procedure for acquiring the service territory from East Central Electric. There is a
proposed restaurant brew pub being looked at near the golf course. General Manager Keith Butcher
requested maps for each of the projects as they move forward. -

E.  General Manager Keith Butcher presented a residential rebate ﬂyer whrch was. prowded by and
mailed out to PUC residential customers by SMMPA. The ﬂyer is desrgned to promote and educate
customers on the PUC'’s available rebates. A :

A PUC staff member helped the City of Princeton with s’ireet snpw plowing. There was a. drsCussron
on relocating the transformers being stored at the South Substation. General Manager | Keith Butcher
requested a copy of the Conditional Use Permit for the South: Substation. City Administrator Bob
Barbian would like a hedge put around the South Substatrok o akmg the adjoining properties more
appealing. .

General Manager Keith Butcher reported on the salt purc ase last year that was in question. The
salt the PUC uses is for sidewalks only and is designed not to harm concrete. It is purchased for the
size which fits in the spreade Lt also has a slight color to ensure even coverage on the sidewalks to
avoid any slip hazards.We also. purchase bags for storage and do not have a place to store loose
sale. Councilor and PUC Liaison Jenny Gerol ‘stated that it makes sense. | did not realize that the
salt was used for the sidewalks. Th: nk u for clarrfyrng that that.

Mr. Butcherreported.on the relatlons_: p structure between the City of Princeton and Princeton

Public Utilities Commission. The Princeton City Attorney has been on record describing the

rndependence of the ’?PPUC Union Times:Reporter Tim Hennagir made a media request for a similar

statement from the PU . attorney. Mr. Butcher stated that while the Princeton City Council appoints

the PPUC. Commissioners, the: Commrssron has the fiduciary obligation of the utility. A confirmation

letter in regards*to the relationship structure from Princeton Public Utilities Commission attorney was
ff;j,‘;;;presented to"’the Commrssmn

The Open Meetmg Law requrrements was presented to the PUC Commissioners. PUC does abide
by the Open Meetrng Law. Minutes of PUC Commission Meetings are available for public inspection
and are also posted in the PUC office and will be on the PUC'’s website.

. Mr. Butcl r has been meeting with Mary Lou DeWitt with the City of Princeton reviewing and
- updated the small cell tower agreement. There will be one common agreement that both the City of

= ”jﬁPnnceton and the PUC would use.

{:"Mr. Butcher has been working through the Customer Support Agreement with Ziegler, Inc. for Cat
Engine #7. He was able to re-negotiate a lower rate on the Customer Support Agreement saving
nearly 6% off the original contract quote.

Princeton Business Expo is scheduled for Saturday, April 4t at the high school. PUC will have a
booth this year at the Princeton Expo. The booth will promote electric and water. A

General Manager Keith Butcher reported to date 459 electric and 125 water AMI meters have been changed out.
We will be receiving quarterly shipments from Eaton/Cannon of the meters through 2021 for electric.




There was a discussion on the EV Chargers. A template for the host agreement with the EV charger between the
property owner and the utility has been work on. Plans are to have the two level 2 EV chargers to be installed by
fall 2020. They will be installed in parking lots. The DC fast charger is on hold for now. General Manager Keith
Butcher and City Administrator Bob Barbian will meet to discuss the best location for the DC fast charger.

A quote from Total Control Systems, Inc. was presented to the PUC Commission to update: the Water Department
SCADA system. Budgeted for 2020 was $45,000.00 to replace the Water SCADA system The quote came in at
$42,500.00 so this is moving forward. Total Control Systems is also proposing rnstaltrng a device which will allow
for a redundant communication path for SCADA from the water towers to each Water Treatment Plant directly.
The cost of this device would be an additional $4,872.93. Ms. Siercks made a-motion to approve the additional
$4,872.93 for the communications device between the water treatment plants and water towers. Mr Hanson
seconded. Motion carried unanimously. ; ,

Currently all payroll activities are handled within the PUC office. Ge neral Manager Keith Butcher would like to use
a payroll contractor to process PUC payroll and keep the PUC-complrant wrth their payroll. From the three
companies looked into, ADP has the lowest first year cost ar
input Mr. Butcher received from colleagues in the rndustry ADPranks very'high in customer service. Employees
have more visibility on their earnings and deductions. The PUC wou art with an introductory level to begin with,
having the ability to add more services as we grow. After his resear eneral Manager Keith Butcher is
recommending moving forward with ADP. Mr. Hanson made a motion to accept the proposal from ADP to process
PUC payroll. Ms. Siercks seconded. Motiol ‘carried unanimously. ’

¥

With the re-appointment of Greg Hanson as PUC Commrssroner there was a discussion to add him as a signer
on PUC bank operating accounts. Ms. Siercks. made a motlon to add Commissioner Greg Hanson on the
signature cards for the three bank operating acc G unt Mr, Hanson seconded Motion carried unanimously.

General Manager presented a proposed Infrastructure Meeting Concept to the PUC Commission. The proposal
will structure communication between the City of Pnncetonjand PUC. After a discussion on the proposal, it was
the consensus of the’ Commlssron ,for General Mana eith Butcher and City Councilor Jenny Gerold to work
together to arnve at an agreed upon proposal The proposal will be brought to the Princeton City Council.

Commissioner Mindi Sre _ks?" s submitted her Ietter of resignation as a member of the PUC Commission
effective-March 31st, 2020. Ms. Siercks was thanked for her guidance, assistance and insight. Commissioner Greg
Hanson accepted with regret the resignation of Commissioner Mindi Siercks from the PUC Commission. The

Princeton City Councrl wrll be appornting a new PUC Commissioner to complete Ms. Siercks’ term through
_December 31, 2020. £

There being no further busrness Ms. Siercks made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 2:08 p.m. Mr. Hanson
seconded Motlon carned unanimously.

Gregory Hanson
Chairman

Kathy Ohman
Secretary
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Vendor
1000bulbs. Com

Ameripride Linen & Apparel Services

Beaudry Oil & Propane
Cannon Technologies

Card Services (Coborns)

Cash Gash, Inc.

Deputy Registrar

ECM Publishers

Finken Water Solutions
Gopher State One Call

Hach Company

Hawkins, Inc.

Hofman Oil Co.

Innovative Office Solutions
Instrumental Research, Inc.
League of MN Cities

Marv's True Value

Metering & Technology Solutions
Metro Sales Incorporated
Midcontinent Communications
Minuteman Press

MN Municipal Utilities

MN Rural Water Association
NAPA Central, MN

Neofunds

OSI Environmental, Inc.
Swantec, Inc.

Verizon Wireless

Voyant Communications, LLC
Waste Management

Ziegler, Inc.

Princeton Auto Center
Princeton Auto Center

U.S. Bank Equipment Finance
MN Public Facilities Authority
U.S. Bank Operations Center
SMMPA

Postmaster

Amarit Uniform Company
Barb's Designs & Quilt Studio
Brand Mfg., Inc.
Cardmember Service (Mastercard)
Centerpoint Energy

City of Princeton

City of Princeton

Connexus Energy

Crawford's Equipment

DGR Engineering

Elim Care & Rehab

Grainger

Hayford Ford

HealthPartners

McGrann Shea Carnival Straughn
NCPERS Group Life Insurance
Optum

Princeton Electric

Princeton Public Utilities

PRINCETON PUBLIC UTILITIES

Accounts Payable Listing
For 2/1/2020 to 2/29/2020

Description
LED Bulbs

Cleaning Supplies & Services

Oil

2020 Load Management & AMI Support
Supplies

#2 Red B5 Diesel Fuel

MN Vehicle Registrations

Window Envelopes, Advertising

Bottled Water

Monthly Locates

Water Testing Supplies

Water Treatment Chemicals

Monthly Vehicle Fuel

Supplies

Monthly Water Testing

2020 Work Comp Insurance

Jig Saw, Blades, Sump Pump, Shipping, Supplies
Inventory, Meter Gaskets & Seals
Maint. Contract & Usage Charges Copier
Monthly Internet & Telephone

Stamps

Education, Conference

MRWA Annual Water Tech. Conference
Supplies, Tools, Filters

Postage for Postage Machine

Oil Filter Disposal & Waste Oil Disposal
Street Light Pole Repair

Monthly Cell Phone

Monthly Telephone

Monthly Trash Service

Extended Service Contract, 60 Month
2018 Ford F-150 Pickup

2018 Ford F-150 Pickup

Monthly Copier Lease Payment

2004 PFA Bond Interest Pymt.

2006 Bond Interest Pymt. & Admin. Fees
January Purchased Power

Postage for Monthly Billing

FR Rated Clothing

2020 Commercial Rebate

Switch Gear Cover Plate

Shipping, Software, GPO-3 Sheets, U-Channel, Supplies

Monthly Natural Gas

February "In Lieu of Taxes"

January Sewer Billing & Late Charges
Monthly Utilities

Harness & Wiper Arm

Engineer Fees

2020 Commercial Rebate

Emergency Light, Batteries, Anti-Slip Tape
Spare Key

March Health Insurance

Legal Fees

February Life Insurace

H S A Participant Fee

Replace Sock & Mast

Meetings, Fuel

Amount

439.02
437.24
5,587.22
12,290.63
77.00
13,344.59
19.25
695.09
38.00
8.10
403.51
1,372.50
836.10
240.22
67.00
22,301.00
720.63
15,568.63
1,112.00
249.39
67.03
925.00
750.00
478.66
900.00
200.00
120.00
469.09
424.00
80.95
94,785.17
17,088.75
20,463.18
182.00
2,770.35
5,261.23
345,641.76
765.96
225.17
289.57
49.74
3,383.56
2,424.26
4,375.00
115,843.88
2,162.65
301.87
210.00
600.00
95.45
248.39
28,728.34
2,281.25
112.00
75.00
1,840.00
70.87




58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76

Public Utilities Commission
Salvation Army Heat Share
Shimmer-N-Shine Maid Service
Shred-1t USA

Stuart C. Irby Co.

Sun Life Financial

TASC

The Retrofit Companies, Inc.
Ulteig Engineers, Inc.

Unum Life Insurance Company
Delta Dental

PERA

Optum

MN Dept. of Revenue

Credit Card Company

Refunds

Refunds

Rebates

Minuteman Press

TOTAL

Monthly Utilities

January Heat Share & PUC Matching
Office & Shop Cleaning

Shredding Service

Leather Glove Protectors

March Short & Long Term Disability
COBRA Admin. Fees

Fluorescent Bulb Recycling

GIS Consulting

March Life Insurance

February Dental Insurance

February PERA Contribution

January H S A Contributions
December Sales & Use Tax

Monthly Credit Card, eCheck Charges
Customer Meter Deposits
Overpayment Refunds on Final Bills
Residential Energy Star Rebates

(1-20 Invoices) Website Changes, Business Cards, Plaque, Banner

1,849.78
24.00
343.60
82.73
294.69
966.92
15.00
941.72
1,254.25
177.94
1,381.75
13,127.51
5,431.78
27,786.00
1,833.75
5,900.35
207.73
125.00
627.96

792,869.71
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RESOLUTION 20-03
RESOLUTION OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE CITY OF PRINCETON

DISCONTINUATION OF PRINCETON PUBLIC UTILITIES
PAYMENT IN-LIEU-OF TAXES (PILOT)

A resolution adopting the Princeton Public Utilities Commission’s discontinuation of Payment In-Lieu-Of
Taxes to the City of Princeton.

WHEREAS the City of Princeton has already vested itself with the power to implement and establish a
Franchise Fee upon the ratepayers of Princeton giving it a mechanism to collect funds as it deems
necessary; and

WHEREAS Princeton Public Utilities is unaware of any other utility in the country whose ratepayers are
contributing to City operations through both a PILOT and a Franchise Fee; and

WHEREAS Princeton Public Utilities is developing guidelines for a cash reserve policy which includes,
among other things, the maintenance of an adequate cash reserve, a rate stabilization account, and
bond coverages; and

WHEREAS the Princeton Public Utilities Commission desires to minimize future rate increases upon its
ratepayers by reducing its costs wherever possible; and

WHEREAS the public has a right to have transparency on how funds are collected by the City and how
they are used which is best accomplished through the existing Franchise Fee structure.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Princeton Public Utilities hereby discontinues its PILOT contribution to

the City of Princeton immediately to avoid duplication of City funding resources and to continue to build
its cash reserve to meet common industry standards.

Adopted this day of 2020

Date

Commissioner

ATTEST:

Date

Secretary

e
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705 SECOND STREET NORTH
PRINCETON, MINNESOTA 55371
City of E-MAIL: city@princetonmn.org
. www.princetonmn.org
P rinceton This Institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer
e

February 27, 2020

Public Utilities General Manager Keith Butcher

CC Commissioner Daniel Erickson and Gregory Hanson

The Princeton City Council accepted Public Utilities Commissioner Mindi Siercks resignation at the
February 6™ Study Session. After some discussion, Mayor Schumacher moved to appoint Public Utilities
Liaison Jenny Gerold to finish Siercks term, which will end 12/31/2020, and Jeff Reynolds seconded the
motion. After more discussion, the Motion carried 3:2 with Schumacher, Reynolds and Gerold in favor,
and Zimmer and Edmonds opposed.

Thank you, QU
ch f

Shawna Jenkins Tady

City Clerk

POLICE (763) 389-4879 CITY HALL (763) 389-2040 PUBLIC WORKS (763) 389-2042
FIRE DEPARTMENT (763) 389-2040 FAX (763) 389-0993 MUNICIPAL LIQUOR (763) 389-3613




RE

RESOLUTION 20-02

RESOLUTION OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE CITY OF PRINCETON

AUTHORIZING THE SERVICES OF MINUTEMAN PRESS, PRINCETON, MIN

WHEREAS the Public Utilities Commission of the City of Princeton, Minnesota
authorizes Minuteman Press, Tim and Mindi Siercks, the use of their services for printing and
web design/upgrades in the amount of $937.54 as of January 22, 2020.

WHEREAS, Now therefore, be it resolved by the Princeton Public Utilities Commission
that they grant approval to Minuteman Press for the necessary work to complete the printing
and/or website maintenance as required in the amount of $937.54 as of January 22, 2020.

WHEREAS, Now therefore, be it resolved by the Princeton Public Utilities Commission
that they grant approval to Minuteman Press for the necessary work to complete the printing
and/or website maintenance as required in the amount of $427.30 as of February 26, 2020.

Adopted this day of 2020

Date

Commissioner

ATTEST:

Date

Secretary/Treasurer




